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ABSTRACT 

Ensuring the safety of participants in religious assemblies in the XXI century has become a 

responsibility of government institutions, self-government institutions and recently also in social 

organizations.  Today conceptions of security have consequently become increasingly sub-national, 

regional, urban in scale [1]. The duty is to maintain order in the organization of religious assemblies 

outside the temples, which in recent years have gained in importance by increasing their interest in a 

large group of people. Organizational responsibilities include security during the procession, 

pilgrimage to worship places, mass gatherings of other religious ceremonies. The aim of the article is 

to present legal regulations on the safety issues of religious participants and legal regulations for the 

organization of church celebrations in this mass. 
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1.  CHARACTERISTICS OF RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS IN THE ASPECT OF THE 

     LAW 

 

The Roman Catholic Church in the Polish lands began to operate since 966 when the 

Christianization of the Polish lands began. Since then, in Poland, much has changed, however, 

the various forms of religious activity, cultivated and developed for centuries, have not 

disappeared. The presence of religious gatherings is commonplace mainly in places most 

visited by pilgrims. It might seem that since religious gatherings are so common, their actions 

are firmly established by the Polish law. It is only in matters of safety when celebrating 
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liturgy in church buildings, but the problem arises during ceremonies outside sacred objects. 

The rules of organization of the celebrations are governed by the Constitution of the Republic 

of Poland, Statute and acts of international law. One of them is the Law on Assembly of 24 

July 2015 - however, the provisions of the Act do not apply to meetings: organized by public 

authorities and held within churches and other religious associations [2].  

Security issues during the organization of mass events in Poland are governed by the 

Act of 20 March 2009 on the Safety of Mass Events [3] and the act of September 11, 2015, 

which introduces amendments to the Act on the safety of mass events and certain other acts. 

However, the greatest national connotation in the hierarchy of privileges is the Constitution of 

the Republic of Poland. Other international acts which regulate the freedom of assembly are 

article 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948, art. 21 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [4], art. 11 of the Convention for the 

Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms [5] or the Charter of Fundamental 

Rights of the European Union with the overarching Article 12.  

 

 

2.  MOVEMENT OF RELIGIOUS PILGRIMS IN POLAND 

 

Among the few countries in world pilgrim migration. Poland has maintained a high 

pilgrimage activity for over 7 million people a year (over 15% of the population). [6] The 

specificity of religious worship in Poland is based on the mass movement of pilgrims to 

sanctuaries located throughout the country
1
. The specificity of religious worship in Poland is 

based on the mass movement of pilgrims to sanctuaries located throughout the country, the 

number of which is estimated at over 500 of which 98% are places of prayers of Roman 

Catholic faith. The most important ones are international, while the others are a group of 

centers with diverse pilgrimage traditions and are national, transregional and regional 

sanctuaries. 

 

Table 1. The most visited shrines in Poland by pilgrims 

 

Sanctuary Range 

St. Anna Mountain Sanctuary International Sanctuary 

Częstochowa, Shrine to the Virgin Mary International Sanctuary 

Gniezno, The Shire of St. Wojciech National Sanctuary 

Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, Sanctuary of the Passion International Sanctuary 

Krakow Lagiewniki, The Divine Mercy Sanctuary International Sanctuary 

Lichen, The Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows International Sanctuary 

                                                 
1
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Niepokalanow - Sanctuary of Saint Maksymilian Kolbe International Sanctuary 

Piekary Slaskie - Sanctuary of the Mother of Justice and Love National Sanctuary 

Warsaw, Sanctuary of Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko National Sanctuary 

Zakopane  Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima in Krzeptowki National Sanctuary 

Source: own elaboration 

 

 

The purpose of pilgrimages is usually the Sanctuary of Our Lady on Jasna Góra, where 

4 million pilgrims arrive every year, of which 200,000 come to Czestochowa on foot. Most of 

the pilgrims who follow Jasna Gora are also foreign groups, which in recent years have 

exceeded 100,000 people.  

 

Table 2. Pilgrims coming to Jasna Gora in the years 1998-2007. 

 

Years 

The total 

number of 

pilgrims 

[milions] 

National 

pilgrimages 

Walking 

pilgrimages 

Foreign 

groups 

Groups 
Pilgrims 

(thousands) 
Groups 

Pilgrims 

(thousands) 
Groups 

Pilgrims 

(thousands) 

1998 4,0 67 842,2 331 188,7 3 593 81,7 

1999 4,0 94 - 206 139,5 - - 

2000 4,0 94 - 359 194,0 2 456 66,0 

2001 3,5 76 121,0 216 175,0 4 007 94,5 

2002 3,5 111 946,3 211 171,6 2 990 78,2 

2003 4,0 120 747,3 256 168,4 3 222 83,5 

2004 3,5 135 1073,5 239 165,9 3 451 92,1 

2005 4,5 134 1695,4 253 165,6 4 127 113,4 

2006 4,5 135 1722,3 261 146,8 4 583 108,9 

2007 4,5 136 1105,0 226 138,0 4 315 108,3 

Source: Press Office of Jasna Gora 

 

 

The greatest intensity of the pilgrimage depends on the days connected with devotion to 

the Our Lady such as the feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Poland (May 3), the Visitation 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31), Our Lady of the Scapular (16th of July), the 

http://www.pilgrimage-poland.eu/en/poland--sanctuary--zakopane--krzeptowki


World Scientific News 78 (2017) 199-204 

 

 

-202- 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Our Lady (15 August), Our Lady of Czestochowa 

(26 August) and the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (8 September). These days, the 

largest number of pilgrims arriving in places of worship is recorded, which also involves the 

security of people outside the gates of the Churches. 

 

 

3.  SECURITY OF RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS 

 

The security of organizing religious gatherings rests with the local government. It is 

especially important in the summer months. Security issues have become a priority for the 

authorities because city presidents, provosts and mayors are responsible for safety and they 

control the event organizer in terms of meeting all safety requirements. The aspect of ensuring 

safety during Church events in sacred buildings, especially in churches, is not subject to the 

provisions of the Mass Events Safety Act. Otherwise, the situation looks different when it 

comes to processions, pilgrimages to places of worship, field masses or other religious 

ceremonies such as World Youth Day. 

 

Picture 1. This year's Eighteenth Youth Pilgrimage with Radio Maryja to Jasna Gora 

 
Source: own elaboration 

 

 

Projects of this type require the opinion of uniformed services such as the Police and 

Fire Brigade. Guarantee of safety and security during the event is also the implementation of a 

local site vision, control of documentation or preparation of security plans. Commissar and 
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sanitary inspector give opinions on the project, which, in the case of religious gatherings, also 

requires social facilities (providing drinks, meals and accommodation, which are often tents in 

this situation). 

The promotion of human security calls not for the resort to military force but for 

measures that build social and economic capital and improve local governance. [7] The 

proper execution of tasks intended to protect the safety of people gathered for religious 

ceremonies also incumbent on the services of Church order. Ordering groups should have 

authority over members of religious assemblies in two possible ways: corrective and 

persuasive influence. The first of them imposes negative and positive sanctions, which in the 

longer term can be some kind of manipulation. On the other hand, the second way can affect 

human behavior by changing the attitudes. Church ordering groups, by their hierarchical 

positions, exercise a decisive influence over religious assemblies in a persuasive way. 

Subordinates believe in the person when his strategy is more credible. However, in the face of 

the threat, even the most persuasive person will not be heard unless it has raised the credibility 

of the participants before. Therefore, to provide even vests or badges will discipline the group, 

who in the face of danger will know who to report. 

 

4.  SUMMARY 

 

The scale of events related to religious worship in Poland is enormous, which is 

connected with securing mass religious celebration. Organizers of mass religious assemblies 

to meet these challenges are increasingly using not only state service, but also church 

services. The increasing level of danger awakens the consciousness of the clerics who are the 

organizers of the midnight religious events, who at the stage of the assembly organize the 

behavior of the security services to be able to work professionally in a dangerous situation. 

Such activities not only provide new experiences, but also give satisfaction to those who have 

fulfilled their duties well. 
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